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An Account of a Comet feen at Lipfick, Sept. \6%6. 
ta\en from the Lipfick Ada Eruditoi um for the 
Month of November laji. 

T Hat Comets are lo frequently feen of late above 
what has been formerly obferved, happens rather 
from the diligence and number of thole that no w apply 
themfelves to the feudy of the Coeleftial Motions,, than 
from any cafual concourfe of thofe Bodies. That this is 
fb, may be concluded from the five Comets, that in lefs 
than fix years time have been feen to traverfe the Heavens* 
of which yet only the two firft ( viz. thofe of 1681 and 
1682) by reafbn of their long tailes were generally regard* 
ed. That that appeared in July and Augufi 1683. was 
not, as I can hear, any where obferved in France. Tliat 
that appeared in June 1684 was no where elfe taken no¬ 
tice of but at Rome: and now this of September 1 686. we 
have no other account of, than this from Lipfsck. The truth 
is, that where Comets are deftitute of a tayle and appear 
only like an obfcure haZieStar, as thofe of 1683 and 1684 
did, ; they that firft difeover them liad need be well ac¬ 
quainted 
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quainted with the Conftellations (which few People are,J 
and muft look over the Heavens defignedly with grearat - 
tention, notwithftanding all which ’tis poflible for fuch 
obfcure Stars to pafs by unfeen. 

This Comet was obferved at L ipftck by the diligent and 
accurate Mr. Kjrck ; in whole Ephemerides for this year 
there is likewife a brief account thereof ; He faw it only 
twice, viz. on the 8 th. and y//;. of September ft. vet. 1686. 
and obferved it as follows. 

<S 'ept. 8. 4 h mane about day-break, he found the Comet 
in the Conftellation of Leo, to the right hand of the Ln- 
eida in LunMs si (as, is conceived, for the Latin Copy is 
detective in this place ) and refembling that Star in colour 
and magnitude, with a thin and fhort taile extended up¬ 
right. Over the Comet in the fame verticall was the Star 
$ a of Bayer, or 2 1 Tychoni, diftant therefrom by. the Mi¬ 
crometer, exactly a degree ; and a Lins drawn from the lu- 
cida inlumbii S\ to the Comet paired much about half a 
degree to the right hand of the (aid 8 Leonis. The diftance 
of the Comet from Regulus taken by a Radius was about 
1 7 gr. The next Morning, Sept. ?. the Comet appeared 
again obfeurer and more difficult to obferve than before, 
by reafbn of the day-light: however, at 5 ; 'm the di¬ 
ftance thereof from 8 si was found by the Micrometer 
2 0 . 2 34 m .and at 4/740 m. again 2 gr. 2 c .-\ m. To veri- 
fie the Times, the Altitude of the Lucida inLumbis si was 
Obferved 11 gr. icmin. at 4/1. 08m. mane. A right Line 
drawn by the Comet and the laid 8 Leonis towards /3 Leo- 
nis , or the the Lucida Colli , left that Star a little to the right 
hand. The following days being Cloudy no. more could 
be Obferved. 

This Comet was feen by a Country-man,who firft gave 
notice therof, from the 6 1 to the 12 th of September y the re- 
fult of whole Gbfervations is, that the Comet was direft 
in motion, that it moved about 14 degree per diem , and 
that it feemed rather to decreafe in Latitude. On the 7 th 
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of Septemb. it was about 24 min. diftant from G Leonis,but 
its bearing therefrom is not let down. From other parts 
it is laid to have been feen from the firfl of September, but 
nothing obferved. 

N. B. That this Star 0 Leonis was then in ygr- 2 min. of 
n? with North Latitude 9gr.\\\min. Whence at the time 
of the firft Obfervation it may be concluded that the Co¬ 
met was in 9 gr. 55 of n? with North Latitude 9 0 1 %min 
And at the fecond Obfervation the Longitude of the Co¬ 
met will be found about ngr. 20 min. in «?, with much 
the fame North Latitude as before. 

Thefe Obfervations being fo few , do fcarce ftiffice to 
conclude any thing concerning the preceding or confe- 
quent motions of this Comet, which being near the Sun 
and ftill approaching him was foon loft in his Beams. It 
may however ferve one day, when the Theory of Comets 
fliall attain its perfection, to confirm an Hypothecs , and 
help to afeertain the number of thefe Heterogeneous Pla¬ 
nets, whole frequency makes in more than probable that 
they have their periodical return’s, tho hitherto unknown. 
And that the Prophecy of Seneca [ Erit qtti demonfiret ali- 
quando in cyuibus Cometx part thus errentcur tam feducti a re- 
liquis, cjuot qualeftpue fint , ] is not wholly to be defpaired oft 
will foon appear, from the accurate Theory of the Comet 
of 168f,to be found in the incomparable Treadle ofM. 1 fa¬ 
de Newton , an account whereof is given at the end of this 
Tranfaciion 




